
HI~'l"'RY OF MIDDLEMARCH <JIEN ' S I NSTITUTE 

In answer to your questionnaire regarding the history of our institute, I 

am s ubmitting the f ol lowing answers. 

1 . i'he exact date of orgdllization of the lliddlemarch • I . was February 2o, l91B . 

2. The Kiddlealal"Ch • I . was organized by Krs • S. lilliting of Rodney, Di s trict 

President of .omen ' s Ins titute. 

3. The first officers were-- Pres ident - llrs Charles Butler. 
Vice-Pres ident-k.rs E. E. Luton. 
Secretary- treasurer-Krs « oble Tufford 

L. Outstanding accoapl ishments--

(a) Agricultural and Canadian I ndustr ies 

Each year one meeting i s devoted t o this t opic, paper s, speaker s 

and vis i ts made, such as to AYLMER POTTEaS QRi{S. 

\ (b ) Citizenshiu and ~ucation 

I n 19h6 this was our year ' s s pecial s t udy, have had many outstanding 

s peakers. 

(c) Cowmunity Activities and Publ ic Relations 

1. Improved &:hool grounds . 

2. Started t he teachlng of music in our s chool many years ago. 

J . In 19L9 purchased a combination r adio and r ecor d pl ayer far the 

school . 

4. Sponsored Junior classes and courses in Home Economics and 

gardening. 

5. Had a Railroad Corner made attr active. 

6. Helped t he Senior boys to build a rink . 

7. Decorated our Community Hall and gravelled the approach to the 

hall. 

B. In 19h9 made a modern kitchen at our hall . 

9. In orld far I and II our work was mostly for Red Cross, in 

1torld War I I made ov er .3000 l bs. j am for overseas. 
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(d) Historical Research and Curr ent EYents. 

In May, 1944 wrote first chapters of our 'l'weedsmuir Village History 
' 

and read s ame at our lli ddlemarch Church servic e which has become an 

annual eYent. 

During t he year many papers on current eYent s are given by different members. 

(e) Home Economics and Health. 

1. Wade use of s hort courses. joining ni th other Ins titutes f o r these. , - ~ 

2. Ins titute contributions of 000 was pledged and given f or 

St. Thomas Memorial Hospital in 192L, and in 1949 pl edged anot her 1000 for ' 

t he new Elgin Memor ial hospital. 

3. llake JRaJV contributions to c~cer fund and T. B. wor k . 
: 

(f) Resolutions t hat hav e been imp l emented. 

That a four year course in Home Economics be given at Guel ph. 

J 
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THE ~.liDDLEMARCH WO~N'S I NSTI TUTE. 

~The fArm And village women, who had for a 

number of years Attended farmer's meetings when 

subjects of interest to women, as well ~e men, 

each as dairying, fruit growing, bee keeping And 

poultry raising, were under consideretion, decide~ 

in 1897 to form a Women's Institute in which home-

mAking end other problems of ,int erest to women 

could be c onsidered. They were encouraged and 

assisted by the lAte Mrs. Adelaide Hoodleee of 

Hamilton, who did so mach to secure proper recog­

nition f or home interests in the educationAl in-

etitatiane of OntArio.~ 

The first meeting was held in the Afternoon 

of Febrnary 19, 1897, Almost fifty years ego. 

The first President was Mrs. E. D. Smith and the 

meeting was held in the village of Stoney Creek, 

Wentw~rth County. The motto ~For Home and Country~ 

speaks for itself· 

Oar MiddlemArch Branch of the Women's Ineti-

tate was organized in FebraPry 1918 at the Grange 

Hall, now the Women's Institute Hall, following a 

coarse in Household Science given by Miss Grey of 

St. Thomes. 



PROVINCIAL BOARD CELEBRATES SILVER ANNIVERSARY 

First Row (left to right): Mrs. R. Ross, :\Irs. E . • \. Duke, Mrs. A. 
:IIanley. :IIr•. C. Holmes (past pre<ident), Colonel T . L. Kennedy 
(Minister of Agriculture). Mrs. W. B. Leatherdale (secretary· 
treasurer), :Mrs. N. J. White, :\Irs. A. E. MeXaughton, :\Irs. H. 
:\!ortley. 
Seeond Row: :\Irs. G. G. Johnston. :Yro. H. Wirks, Mrs. J. T . Me· 
Xi\'en. lirs. R. Bu•b, Mrs. W. Keyes, :II~. P. W. Merry, Mrs. R. J. 

'\bite, :111-<. W. A. Cowa n, ::\Irs. L. Cr.-nsor, :\Irs. F. R. Thornton, 
)Irs. P. Hnmilton. 

Third Row: :Ill-~. W. C. Caldwell, :llr~. 1-'. E. Birdsall, Mrs. F. Bar· 
ron, ::ll,rii,! l ~ ~lt£~1', Mrs .. J. Kt>ating, Mrs. L. W. Cballand, :lira. 
G. G. 'J ~; ,,.r . ~rs. . Reid. :II.-. JJ . Summers (newly-elected presi· 
dent ), Mr•. Chrbtianson, :lliss lfary .\. Clarke (superintendent). 
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The first President was Yre. c. s. Bntler, 

the Secretary Mrs. Noble Tafford. The first 

Great w~r wee in progress and the work, as the 

work of today for the most part, wee for war 

relief. Sewing and knitting was begun. Tea s 

snd f~od sales were held to r a ise money for 

different war purposes. 

The following are the Presidents and 

Secretaries to date: 

Presidents 

Mrs. c.s. Butler 
Mrs. E. E. Luton 
tArs. A.F. MACNiven 
Mrs. Wm. G. Lyle 
Mrs. r; .p. Welter 
Mrs. Alex. Lyle 
Mise MArga r et Lyle 
Mrs. c.s. Bntler 
Mrs. Th~s. Dabber 
Mise MArgaret Lyle 
Mrs. Roes Tufford 
Mrs. A.F. MacNiven 
Mrs. Tyrell Begg 
Mrs. LAwrence Kruppe 
Miss MAud WArdell 
Kiss Bertha King 
Mrs. J. R. Futcher 
Mrs. Rose Tufford 
Mrs. s. Curtis 
Mrs. StAnley Lyle 
Mrs. Harr1 Bubber 

SecretAries 

Mrs. Noble Tufford 
Mise Jessie lutcher 
Mise Bertha King 
Mise Bertha King 
Mrs. o. E. Lonsberry 
Miss MArgaret Lyle 
Mrs. !lm. Lyle 
Mise Margaret Lyle 
Miss Bertha King 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" tt 

Mrs. Wm. Lyle 
" 

Mise Nor• Cnrtia 
Mrs. Kenneth Butler 

" Mrs. HArold Butler • 

Two of onr members have been District 

Presidents Miss M•rgaret Lyle end Mrs. J.R. Futcher. 

The latter is also a direct or on the Provincia l 
A 

Board. ~ 

/-ItA..- • / 2..£.--r ~ 
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In this list of officers the f~ll owing are 

deceas~Yrs. E ·~Lnton, Mrs. C. P. ne lter, 

Mrs. ~le Tuffor~Yiss Bertha King: also many 

members. We h~nor their memory. 

The day of meeting, until 1921 was Wednesday, 

but was changed to Thursday. In Mny 1923 we 

pledged ourselves to give $1,000. for a ward to 

be called "The CaptAin Roy Dubber W.Ard" in the 
• s t. Thomas Memorial Hospital and in MAy 1924 our 

fi na l payment was made and for severa l years after-

wards we paid for its upkeep. 

OUr Institute year starts in May. In April 

a meeting is held at which, a programme for the 

year's work is drafted. These are typed and pre­

sented to each member. Mi ss Ma ude WArdell and 

Mrs. Kenneth Butler have kindly given their time 

to t his work. 

OUr me mbers are divided into seven stand ing 

committees nAmely, HistoricAl ReseArCh, Citi7.en-

ship, Home Ec~nomics, CanAdiAn Industries, Agri ­

culture, SociPl WelfAre Pnd Publicity. 

This year Citizenship is being ta ken AS a 

year's study. and the Historical Research is res­

ponsible for the Twe·edsmuir Village History. 

Our aims have been to Assist in all worthy 

undertakings, to ASsist l OCAl institutions snd to 

-
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leArn And develop modern methods of home mPking, 

and t o generAlly creBte a friendly and hospitable 

Atmosphere in onr Commnnity. 

One of onr commnnity efforts has been the 

beAntificAtion of onr school gronnds. The grounds 

were l.R ndscaped, hedges And border planted And 

l~wn seeded. 

The Women's Inst itute introdnced mnsic in 

onr sch') Ol· • 
~or severAl years Mrs. Ma~ McCann 

~e employed to teach singing And develop apprec ­

iAtion of mnsic. Pnblic SpePking WAS sponsored 

and First Ajd Kite presented to the school. The 

Elgin Home of Indnstry ~s remembered with gifts 

for those in residence And ~ meeting ~s held 

there And the r esidents entertAined. 

In onr effort t~ learn and develop modern 

methods of home mAking we took AdvAntAge of the 

mA~:I Sh')rt Cottrses mAde AVAilA-ble by the DepArtment, 

each AS Refinishing of Fnrnitnre, ReArrAnging of 

Fnrnitnre, Meat Cookery, Sewing And several lectares. 

Onr Institnte has sponsored A great ~ny Home 

Maker's Conrses for the jnnior girls whose leAders 

were: Nora Ccrrtis, Mrs. ClArence Smoke, Mrs. HPrry 

Dabber, Mrs. Kenneth Batler, Mrs. John McNiven 

and Krs. Harold Batter. The present coarse is: 

7~ ----
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~The Clab girl entertAins" ~nd the leAders ere v ~~ 

Mrs. Harold Batter and Mrs. John MacNiven. 
)<, 

To keep in touch with our young people and 

keep alive oar splendid Community spirit we 

remember our pre-school ~ge children at the 

annual Christmas concert. Oar young girls Are 

presented with a gi ft if they leave the Comm­

unity for P new f~ld of work Also they Are 

remembered when graduation dAy Arrives. 

We hRve a yearly picnic. sometimes at Port 

Stanley, Pinafore Park, Waterworks Park and 

when g-Asoline wAs rAtioned At a member's home. 

Each Christmas Anyone in the community who 

is confined to their home or is ill Rre remembered 

with fruit or flowers. CArds Are sent to the 

sick at Rll times And flowers daring the summer 

months. 

In 1937 the MiddlemArch Women's Institute 

WAS presented with our HAll, a gift from the 

remAining trustees of the Apple Grove Grpnge, a 

fArm organi zation that had served its purpose 

well· This building was built in 1880 and has 

withstood the yeArs well· Dr. JAmes Curtis 

kindly donAted a coat of paint and Mrs. E. E. Laton 

donAted dishes, cooking utensils ~nd some furniture. 
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Mrs. Wm. Lyle donRted R cook stove for the kitchen. 

ChRire Rnd silverwAre were bonght. Since then the 

Hsll has been the scene of mAny hAppy occAsions. 

Long will be r emembered the fowl suppers, venison 

dinner, mAny teAs including oar 25th. AnniversAry 

Tea AS well .Re numerous cArd pArties And dAnces 

thAt Are held there every winter. The school 

ChristmAs concert is alwAys held in the HAll, and . -
we all hope that it will continue to function AS a 

community centre. Row with World War No. 2 over 

extensive plAne are being mAde for its renovAtion. 

Onr WRr Work is being dealt with in the 

ChRpter "Onr War Effort". An outstAnding effort 

~long this line was our jAm making, 3,000 pounds 

being mAde for the 3 yeRrs and sent with the 

1,000,000 pounds of the Women's Institnte of 

Ontario to the children and sick of GreAt BritAin. 

For this work as in mAny other projects our comm­

unity WAS divided into three Gro npe. The EAst 

Group included the members from the top of Fingal 

Hill t~ Begg'a Corner. The Middle Group was from 

Begg's Corner to Middlemarch While the west groa~ 

included those from flidd le m"rch west. A convener 

W"B appointed for each gr~up, whose task it WAS 

to ca ll t~gether sever A 1 IE mbers, when the fruit 



( 

l 

WAS reAdy locAlly or ~VAilAble elsewhere. These 

smAll groaps woald meet At A member's home, 

sometimes in the a fternoon, and very often in 

the evening. One Afternoon or evening's work 

woald yield ~ box, forty eight poands, of jAm 

and often it WAS mi-dnight before this task was 

finished. The jam WAS immediAtely pBcked in tin 

cans, twelve foar poand cane in a wooden box • 
• 

The CAne were then labeled with oar name, Middle­

mArch Women's Institate, kind of jam and oar 

Secret~ry's ·nAme and address, and they were then 

delivered to the St. ThomAs 7ire HAll for farther 

' transportAtion. We will long remember the splendid 

cooperAtion and amasing incidents At these basy 

meetings. 

It hAs been oar cnstom t o entertain neighbor­

ing Institute branches And they in tarn hAVe enter­

tAined oar brAnch. Recently the River RoAd branch 

invited as to the Y. w.c.A. in st. Thomas and 

Lt. Col. Ian Cameron Showed his splendid collection 

of sli des of "Early days in St. ThomAs." These 

fri~ndly ~therings hPve done mach to promote a 

fine community spirit. 

It has been SAid that the Women's Institate 

is OntArio's gift to the world, becaase other 



Wearing dTeJH• m4de by tMm.elve•, giTZ. of the JunioT Homem4king Club• 
of Elgin Count11 attend th~T Ach~"ement Dav. 

Middlemarch W.I. sponsor ed "6ottoos Can B~ 
Smart 11 Leaders--Jfi's H. Butler & Louise L7le 
Girls i n group shown in picture are--Robin 
Futcher, Margaret Dubber, & Cat hryn Lyle • 

. , ., 7 - ~fl. 
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prov1nce soon roliowea untar1o •s example , ana we now r i nd 
the ~ritish I sles , be l g i um ana ~ranee ana other countries 
have 1ntroaucea the ''omen ' s Ins :ti t utes w1 th great bene r1 t 
t o tne people . vn t ar1o •s women ' s I nst1tute plan or 
or gan1zat1on ana metnous or work 1s largely aaopted . ~he 

success or the organ1z~t1on 1s aue largely t o the t act 
t hat 1t 1s r epresentat 1ve or a ll c lasses , be ing non ­
part 1san , son--sectar1an , and w1 t hout clas s a1s "t1nction . 

It is our hope that our coiJllilunity may always nave 
a ''omen ' s Inst 1 "tU"te as a s ource or culture , enterta1n­
ment and bet ter 11v1ng . 

mrs . Bt anley Lyle 
....Le an-.Lyle 

,Le/JC--



MEMBERS 0 F MIDDLJ!MARCH INSTITUTE 
~ 

195tt-1944. 

Mrs E. Bowlby Mrs c. Smoke 

Mrs, c. s. Butler Mrs A. Lyle 

Mrs K. Butler, Sec. Treas. Mrs Donal d Begg 

Mrs T. Begg Mrs T. McKnight 

Mrs s. Curtis. Mrs G. Carroll 

Miss Norah Curtis Mrs E. Monteith 

Mrs. J. R. F\.lt cher Mrs Turnbull 

Mrs. H. Dubber M~s F. Curtis 

Miss Margaret Lyle Miss C. Humphries 

Mrs G. Lyle Miss Bertha King 

Mrs w. Lyle Mrs Robert Dowler 

Mrs. s . . Lyle President Mrs Mac Best 

Mrs. A. McNiven Mrs L. Begg 

Mrs J. McNiven Mrs F. Cron 

Mrs R. Tufford. Mrs N. Best 

Miss Maud Wardell. Mrs T. Dqbber 

Mrs T. Stinchcombe Mrs 
kl6UI~L 
D~ 

Mrs Vlesterhout. Mrs G. McCa .i~, 

We mourn the passi ng of two of our f aithful membe rs during the year. 

Miss Clara Humphries. 

Miss Bertha Ki n@. 



New Members of MiddleDBrch 17omm ' s Institute 1944-45 . 

?:rs Ivan Lewis 

A.rs Fred Underhill 

\1rs Lloyd Ful ton 

Urs Rob i e Futcher . 

., 
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f•IIDDLEHARCH w OJ• .ti:N ' S I NS 'I' I'I' JTE 

Introduction 

'!his is the s t or y cf tne Niddl emarch women 's 
Institute during t he period 1946- 1967 inclusive •. 
It includes a li s t of prisident s and secretaries; 
gifts a nd d.onations : a id t o he s chool: h iddlemarch 
Institute Ha ll: progr a ms a nd s pecia l Extension 
courses ; Resolutions: Specia l ~vents . 

Pr esidents Secreta ries 

1946- 1947 z.lrs . H. Dubber f>lrs . H. But l er 
1947- 1948 Hrs . L •. Begg hrs . Wm. G. Lyle 
1 948-1 949 !>1rs • . L. Begg !1rs . ·1m. G. Ly l e • 1949-1 950 Mrs . R •. Dowler r s . J .s .. Lyle 
1950- 1951 J•IrS • R. Dowler · r s . Jas . Curtis 
1 951 - 1952 Mrs •. A •. Lyle Mrs . ... .. lil char dson 
1952- 1953 I1r s . A. Lyle l'1r s . P. Richardson 
1953- 1954 Mrs . H •. Dubber Jo1rs . p . rticha rdson 
1954- 1 955 Mrs . J . McNiven rs • .I:' . hichardson 
1955- 1956 Mr s . J . •cNive n .rr.~rs . H. Duff 
1956- 1957 f.lrs . J •. Curtis ·J.rs . H. Duff 
1957- 1958 f.lr s . .J . Curtis rs . H • . Du f 
1958-1 959 Mrs . K. Butler ~11ss M. Lyle 
1959- 1960 ~lrs . K. Butler Mrs . Wm . D. Lyl e 
1 960-1 961 h rs . H. Butler ·1rs . \1m. D. Lyle 

assistant Secretar y 
·trs . B. Lyle 

1961 - 1962 J rs . H. Butler Jllrs . N. Tufford 
1962- 1963 :Mrs . noy I nch hrs . N. Tufford 
1963- 1964 ~trs . R •. Inch Nrs . N. Tufford 
1964- 1965 Hrs . H. Butler hr s . N. Tuffor ci 
1965- 1966 l'.lrs . H. Butler l•lrs . H. Carroll 
1966- 1967 ltlrs . c. ilcox Mr s . H. Carroll 

Gi fts a nd Dona tions 

During the nast t wenty - one y ea rs , the 
Middlemarch Homen ' s Institute has t aken part in 
many pr ojects, both locally a nd in co - o neration 
lfi th c. t ner or ganizations . 

On the l ocal level , the Institute ha s helped 
needy f amilie s f rom time t o time . Members have 
collected cott cn ma terial f or t he Cancer Society . 
They hav e a ssisted a t the Well - Baby Clinic a t 
Shedden; Canvassed for t he United Welfare Services 1 
and d i d s ewing for t he St . Thomas Gener al Hos pit al , 
a nd for the Children ' s Aid Society •. 

• 

("' 
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Since the f ormat i on f or t he nev1 School a rea, 
the Middlemarch Women ' s Inst itut e ha s sent fl ower s 
on t he dea t h of a member of t he community . 

We hav e put on euchre part ~es a t t he Ontario 
Hospital f or t he patients . Institute members have 
donated Christma s g ifts f er the untario Hospita l 
pat ien t s , We ha ve a lso supplied cooki es for the 
annual Carniva l a t t h e Ontario Hospita l . 

The Institute a lso a lwa y s presents the daughters 
of the Institute members with a g i f t when t hey 
rea ch t heir goa l i n f urthering their educa t i on 
pa st high sch ool a nd a l s o when they ge t married . 

Middlemarch Women ' s I n stitute have s ponsored 
two res idents at t h e Elg in Manor a nd s end s t hem 
r emembra nces a t Chris tma s , bir thdays ,and other 
occasions, Bef ore t h e new Haner came i nto being •• 
g ifts were sent t o t he men ' s a nd women ' s s ections 
of the Home , On t wo occa sions a donation of a 
budg ie bird a nd a ca ge were sent a nd much en joyed 
by the ola men. l n 1953 Middl emarch , along wi th 
other Instit utes of t he county helped t o by a 
televis i on for the Ma nor. The sick a nd shut - ins 
a re always remembered a t Christmas . Institute 
members celebrating their f ortieth a nd f i f tie th 
wedd ing a nn i v er sa ries a re a l ways presented wit h 
a g ift . 

1\nnual dona tions a re made to the War l'lemorial 
Childr en ' s Hos pital in London and to t h e Shedden ~air , 

In the y ears i mmed iat e l y a f t er t he 2nd 
Norld war , boxes of c l othing a nd f ood were sent 
to Engl a nd a nd to Scotland. 

In 1946 a dona tion wa s maae to t he Hos p i tal 
Aid f or a f l oor pol ishe r f or the Nurs e s 8 Res idence . 

I n 1947 a donation wa s made t o the Ar ena ft·und . 
I n 1950 Mi ddlemar ch \~omen 's I n s titute f ur nished 

a wa r d i n t he St . •r homas Elg in Ge ner al Hosp i t a l 
at a cost of $1 , 000. 

In 1958 a s ubstant i a l dona tion wa s ma de to t he 
Snell School of Nurs ing . . 

Dona tions have a lso bee n ma de t o the fol lowing s 
(a) Friendship Sch ool for Reta rded Ch i ldren 
(b ) Man i toba Fl ood Re l ief 
( c::) _Kor ea r'und !'or Handl ooms a nd Sewing Mach ines 
(d) Hunga ria n Relief ~und 
(e) Hurr i ca ne Rel i ef ~und 
(f) .lorld ne f ugee yea r Committee 
(g) The Red Cross 
{h) ~ederated Ins t i t utes of Ontario Fund t v buy 

the Head l ess Home , 
{1) Set or Centenn i a Coffee Spoons f or a draw i n a id 
of West El g in Cancer Gif t Cu; boa rd . 
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